Bernardini (2000) shows how learners can use corpora to investigate both form and meaning, noting that 'large corpora can be treated as pedagogic tools (rather than research tools) for engaging the learners' interests, developing autonomous learning strategies, raising their language consciousness, etc. ' (2002: 166) Moreover, Bernardini is confident that this approach can be beneficial not only to learners but also to their teachers, especially if non-native speakers of the language they teach (which is almost exclusively the case in my country), as it takes off some of the burden of (not) being the know-itall person in the classroom. It means that teachers do not have to rely exclusively on their often limited intuitions when deciding whether something is acceptable or appropriate in a given context (2004: 28). Cook (2003: 73) highlights the ever more important role of memory in language learning, which corpus linguistics helped to bring to our attention through its study of collocations (i.e. strings of words occurring together with statistically measurable probability). Collocations can add more strain to the learner's (and teacher's) memory, but perhaps corpora can help to ease some of it.
Greatly useful as corpora beyond any doubt are, no claims have been made that there are no limitations to their use in language learning. For one, we would be ill-advised to let the issues of frequency and conventionality curb creativity in language. Corpora are meant to enrich rather than impoverish language input, and should therefore not be approached in a blindly submissive or authoritarian manner. Ultimately, corpora can only do so much as they are designed to do, and are not to be seen as the only right answer to every single question about language.
It is for that reason that Johansson (2010: 42) sounds a note of caution, making it clear that corpora are no substitute for natural communicative settings and that they certainly cannot replace the teacher in the classroom.
Cook (2001: 65) also recommends that the use of computer corpora, impressive as they are, ought to be no more than a contribution to language teaching. be afraid I was going to get in trouble, I was already getting in trouble," Ayers said. "They knew it was going to get worse.
was always trying to find ways around the rules, and getting them both into trouble. # Like it or not, though, he was her brother --like Commission just before graduation, and moved quickly from success to success. He had trouble finding work, and wound up temping a deer to a distant check station. I understood why Finari went through the trouble of finding a few acres, but I couldn't figure out how for Juliette's run from the altar had everything to do with Doug's recent troubles --and his journalist father had taught him never to
As in other tales of nice kids gone wrong, the Gallery pear tree's troubles can be traced to a gang of new pals, a new genetic analysis professors, for example, are likely to be disappointed, because the latest economic troubles have not only reduced university hiring not predicting revolution by 1990. Indeed, the next decade will bring severe economic troubles and probably some frightening All right, Chris, thanks. Well, despite his eccentricity, the legal troubles, the scandals, the celebrity excess, Michael Jackson's legacy
Example 2: [eye]
to drop over the ferryman's nether regions, steaming in her hands. She eyed Reilly very astonishedly indeed. "Dead?" she echoed.
grown men slowed behind him. From the front passenger side, a bony-faced man eyed Charlie, then took a drag on his cigarette, and it necessary to pretend to have found Chip Gainsborough's body?" # Lyle eyed his fellow-parachutists, and then, in a throaty whisper, Eleanor wrote her name. She handed the sheet across to the man. He eyed it in silence for a moment -like he'd expected more from it's lovely to see the girls play together." # Sophie's mother eyed her own daughter for a long moment, then let her eyes rest on the dead leaves on the beech hedge fluttered dryly in a bitter northeast wind. I eyed the heavy-laden clouds intently and shivered with "Well, he's at a conference. Is it urgent?" She eyed me nervously. Couldn't these people see that I was just a normal honest Intrigued, she dug a little deeper, and was able to detect a difference in the verb that seems to be the answer to this dilemma: the phrase 'be under the influence of somebody'
has an altogether negative connotation, whereas the phrase 'come under the influence of somebody' can be used in both positive and negative contexts.
The moral of this story, as the author's see it, is that it takes a great deal of perceptive and analytical skills do refine the meaning of a single phrase. It is no small task, and if it took a native speaker, who also happens to be an experienced and highly accomplished linguist, some time and effort to unravel the mystery, imagine how much more demanding it would be for someone who is both a non-expert and a non-native speaker.
However, the author's would like to end this episode on a brighter note by saying that not every corpus search has to lead to a major discovery. It could be something fairly simple but new for the student: one more piece of knowledge -however small and insignificant it may seemmakes all the difference to the one who has just gained it.
Recommendations
The study is aimed at advanced students of English and their teachers, both of whom can utilize it to reflect on the potential of electronic corpora in autonomous learning.
Teachers are encouraged to offer assistance and guidance to students in their exploration of the language, whether they purposefully seek to test their hypotheses or merely set out to browse corpora hoping to make some unexpected discoveries. Students will find this kind of informal research rewarding as they will be able to pursue their own linguistic interests with the extra flexibility missing from specifically designed tasks. Students will get a new motivational boost from working at their own pace and seeing what results each individual search will yield. Both students and teachers can draw on the examples in the study for ideas on how to approach electronic corpora and meet their specific needs and interests. Last but not least, the study reassures all parties concerned that electronic corpora are relatively easy to operate, illustrating some of the procedural steps that need to be followed and symbolic representations that accompany them in setting the right parameters for a particular corpus search.
